[Differential diagnosis and therapeutic success in hyperkinetic syndrome].
Because of the problems in differential diagnosis of the hyperkinetic syndrome we tried to distinguish subgroups of the hyperkinetic syndrome and conduct disorders using the Multi-axial Classification Scheme for Psychiatric Disorders in Childhood and Adolescence. We studied 85 children during a routine diagnostic intake procedure at a child psychiatric outpatient unit. Of the children diagnosed as hyperkinetic 31 were treated using a multimodal treatment program. As expected, there were significant differences between the hyperkinetic children and those with other psychiatric disorders in the primary symptom areas of impulsivity and attention deficit, which can be measured reliably. Further variables helpful in differentiation were age, intelligence and presence of minimal cerebral dysfunction. Treatment outcome was associated with the type of psychosocial risk factors and the level of intelligence.